
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
February 10, 2015 

 
The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
February 10, 2015.  

The meeting was called to order at 4:36 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were: 
Al Littlefield, President; Jim Cook, Vice President; and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  Bob Powell, General Manager; Vanessa Dales, Treasurer/Chief 
Financial Officer; Gary Chrysler, IT Manager; George Sidhu, Engineering Manager; 
Mike Fox, Operations Manager; Mark Handzlik, Assistant Engineering Manager; Chris 
Shaff, Planning Engineer; Kathy White, HR Manager; Shawn Backman, Auditor; Kevin 
Tate, Community Relations Manager; Peter Gilbert, Attorney; Kim Carpenter, Clerk of 
the Board; and Audience:  Judy Littlefield, Diane Robertson, Terri Cook, Curt Trønsdal, 
Dale Ragen, Mount Vernon City Council, Mike Newman. 

Commissioner Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the Consent Agenda for February 10, 2015: 
a. Approval of Minutes 02/03/15 
b. Approval of Vouchers No. 2605 

Voucher Nos. 2569-2636 and Payroll Check Nos. 8288-8368 ($304,252.62) 02/10/15 
Commissioner Robertson commented that $66,000 of the total amount of vouchers went 
to State taxes. 

The motion passed. 

Under Old Business, Manager’s Report, Manager Powell reported the following: 

• Distributed maps from DOE illustrating water systems upriver as discussed in the 
Friday conference call with Representative Lytton, DOH, DOE and the Sierra 
Club regarding basin closures.  The District reiterated that it would review 
feasible and sustainable options for potential assistance.  Discussion ensued 
regarding various aspects of the issue. 

• Continue to review District procedures and staff examined Table A-8 of the Water 
Policy Manual regarding service installation charges, which was last revised in 
2005.  Current charges for a Type I service are $1,280 and the actual cost has 
risen to $3,700.  Commissioner Robertson stated that the rising costs were 
discussed prior to Manager Powell coming on board, but the recession got in the 
way with the number of new services dropping from 650 to 110 in a year.  
Manager Powell stated that cost revisions to Table A-8 will be made in red and 
sent to the Commission in advance of the next meeting.  Commissioner Robertson 
requested detail of the breakdown of materials, labor and overhead; Manager 
Powell replied that the basic cost is determined for a Type I service and a 
multiplier is used to calculate the remaining service types. 

• Regarding the recent break in through the south fence, the District’s security 
patrol encountered the thieves and called Mount Vernon Police who apprehended 
the thieves with the aid of a canine unit.  The brothers have been arraigned on 
numerous counts of burglary and theft.  Discussion ensued regarding upgraded 
exterior security measures and potentially combining efforts with Blade Chevrolet 
regarding the common fence line.   

Engineering Manager Sidhu reported the following: 

District Projects 
Last week District crews completed minor cleanup on the Green Street project and 
complete punch list work. They also performed miscellaneous service installation, service 
repair, and patch work. This week District crews will begin work on the Blodgett Road, 
Blackburn south project. Construction is expected to run through March 6.  A daily road 
closure will be in place while mainline construction is underway.  



Staff is continuing their work on the Mann Road LUD.  Letters to affected residents on 
the proposed LUD went out on January 30, and an information meeting is scheduled for 
6:00 pm on Wednesday February 11 at the District Aqua Room. Wednesday’s meeting is 
an informational meeting for residents within the LUD boundary and those adjacent to 
the boundary. The next mandatory step in the formation process is to hold a formation 
hearing.  Manager Powell stated that the hearing is 2-3 weeks out.  He stated the majority 
of property owners have signed the petition in favor of the LUD and estimates will be 
prepared for serving the Mann Road residents and for serving both Mann Road and the 
four adjacent Fir Island residents. 

IT Manager Chrysler reported the following: 

• Working with Customer Service to implement the City tax for customer billing 
and thanked Lori at the City of Mount Vernon for her assistance with 
implementation; and 

• working with CR Manager Tate regarding the Northstar Customer Information 
System (CIS); and 

• working with his staff regarding the more restrictive requirements for payment 
card industry (PCI) compliance; and 

• working with Finance; and. 
• working with Operations Manager Fox regarding the unfunded security mandates 

from DOH regarding WTP security; and 
• announced he has a new granddaughter. 

Commissioner Cook asked when staff can quit using dual systems; IT Manager Chrysler 
replied that is a finance question as to when they are satisfied that both are operating 
efficiently. 

Operations Manager Fox stated that it is unfortunate that the District has experienced 
break-ins and the most current incident caused significant damage to District vehicles.  
He stated his appreciation for backing from Manager Powell for additional security 
measures. 

Community Relations Manager Tate reported that he and Project Manager Benton 
participated in the Concrete High School Career Fair earlier today for grades 9-12 and 
has a field trip scheduled for tomorrow at the WTP. 

HR Manager White reported that audio testing is scheduled for employees next week and 
additional training will be scheduled in the coming year, including defensive driving.  
Commissioner Littlefield asked if following the flu shot clinic if there have been any flu 
outbreaks among staff; HR Manager White replied not as far as she knows. 

Under New Business, Commissioner Littlefield stated that discussion of the proposed 
Governance Policy was discussed in the Commission work session prior to today’s 
meeting and revisions will be made to the draft policy and presented for adoption at an 
upcoming meeting. 

Under Audience Comments, Dale Ragen stated he would pass along the positive 
comments to Lori at the City regarding her assistance on the water revenue tax 
implementation and stated he appreciates that the District is collecting the revenue and 
hopes it is only a one-year tax.  Mr. Ragen stated he attended the governance policy work 
session and commented that item 9.4.4 on page 15 “Treasurer will provide periodic 
reports…” seemed a bit vague; Manager Powell replied that the Treasurer presents a 
Treasurer’s Report monthly.  Mr. Ragen thanked the Commission.  Manager Powell 
commended Councilman Ragen for his opposition to the water revenue tax. 

Mike Newman asked if the maps from DOE are available and if so could he get copies; 
Manager Powell replied they are available and gave him copies. 

Curt Trønsdal asked if the Mann Road LUD was approved; Manager Powell replied no, 
the majority of residents are in favor of the LUD which obligates the District to move 
forward if economically feasible; however, another informational meeting will be held 
tomorrow prior to a formation hearing.  Mr. Trønsdal asked if two LUD’s would be 
formed; Manager Powell replied no, that the adjacent property owners on Fir Island will 
be included in notification regarding the LUD which is required by law and depending on 
the level of protest, would be included within the boundary of one LUD. 



Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Robertson reported on discussions about 
mitigation issues and has been in contact with Mike Rundlett regarding the 
comprehensive plan of mitigation water.  He suggested contacting your legislative 
representatives if you have ideas.  Commissioner Robertson stated that sometimes the 
Commission is questioned about the District’s membership in the WA PUD Association 
(WPUDA) and commented that PUDs were under the radar when he came on board and 
now the legislature is requesting education and the WPUDA will hold PUD Day at the 
capitol in Olympia on February 18.  Commissioner Robertson also commented on an 
update from DOE regarding drought declarations due to the 39% of normal snowpack.  
Operations Manager Fox stated that Judy Reservoir is within 2.5 feet of spill. 

Commissioner Cook thanked staff for meeting with him for budget explanation and 
commented that the Gilligan Creek Intake and Fruitdale Road Fiber Projects were over 
budget and change orders should have been brought before the Commission.  Manager 
Powell replied that the Gilligan Creek Intake Project had one change order in the amount 
of $20,500 and it was well within his authority to approve.  He stated the reason for the 
overage was permitting and increased project costs ($89,000) over the estimate ($70,000) 
due to screen modifications, rail replacement and pumps required due to a huge storm.  
Regarding the Fruitdale Fiber Project, it included one change order in the amount of 
$3,708 for the portion of the project for District needs from Sedro-Woolley to the WTP 
included items that were not anticipated.  Manager Powell indicated that given the large 
number of projects completed in 2014, two change orders was relatively minor.  
Commissioner Cook reported that he would be attending the Skagit Council of 
Governments (SCOG) Board meeting on Wednesday. 

Commissioner Littlefield reported that he had received a notice asking if the District was 
interested in purchasing a bottling plant and asked if anyone else had received the notice; 
no one else received it.  . 

Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Robertson moved 
for adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of February 10, 2015 was 
adjourned at 5:28 PM. 
 
 
   
 Al Littlefield, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Robbie Robertson, Secretary Jim Cook, Vice President 

 


